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A-Classified Employees Add Ink Cartridge
Recycling to Scholarship Fundraising Efforts
Engineering and Art Are 
Inseparable for Edwin Nagy
For Edwin Nagy, who teaches steel and timber design in the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering,
—g— he UMaine Classified 
Employees Scholarship
 Committee has added 
recycling empty ink and toner 
cartridges to the list of its fundraising 
activities to help employees’ children 
with college expenses.
Cardboard collection boxes are 
being set up in buildings across 
campus to collect discarded printer 
cartridges. Members of the scholar­
ship committee hope the effort will 
add to funds being raised through a 
variety of initiatives, says commit­
tee member Susan Dowler, a cashier 
in the UMaine Bursar’s Office.
Since 1995, the committee has 
awarded 585 scholarships totaling 
$63,860, according to Dana Smith, 
administrative assistant with the
Classified Employees Scholarship Committee members, from left, 
Debbie Goody, Phyllis Thibodeau, Dana Smith and Sue Dowler 
collect bottles, cans and spent ink cartridges to fuel the employee 
dependents scholarship fund.
there’s more artistry in engineering than 
many people think.
Nagy has an eye for it, whether it is in 
the fiber structure of razor-thin slices of 
wood shavings, whose colorful patterns he 
photographed through a microscope, framed 
and mounted on the wall of his Boardman 
Hall office, or in the arrangement of props 
and stage lights to best accentuate the actors 
on a community theater stage.
“I’ve really been getting into some of 
this pattern photography,” he says of his 
photographs of wood shavings, blueberries, 
seashells and beach pebbles.
Nagy is fascinated by the practical 
application of engineering theories, and has 
been since the early 1990s when he was a 
Peace Corps math teacher in Niger, West 
Africa, where he helped design and build 
woodless Middle Eastern adobe dwellings.
“For me, that was an early chance to 
apply my math skills to structural prob­
lems,” he says.
The longtime theater enthusiast and
Cooperative Forestry Research Unit in Nutting Hall. Scholarships are distributed each 
semester to dependents of classified employees enrolled in post-secondary educational 
institutions. Last semester, the committee raised several thousand dollars and distributed 
$135 to each of 16 applicants, Dowler says.
Full-time students are eligible for one scholarship each semester, up to a total of 
eight. Funds are divided equally among applicants and can help with expenses like 
continued on page 3
Campus Adopts Motor Vehicle Idling Ban
On Nov. 16, Janet Waldron, vice president for administration and finance, ratified a new 
environmental policy that requires drivers on 
campus to turn off motor vehicle engines instead 
of letting them idle when the temperature is above 32 
degrees Fahrenheit. Idling is limited to 5 minutes 
if it’s colder than 32 degrees.
Compliance is largely voluntary, although
UMaine Parking Services personnel will report 
offenses involving university service vehicles to appropriate supervisors. Graduate student 
Susan Kaspari, a member of the UMaine Sustainability Alliance, which proposed the ban, 
believes once the public is aware of the wasted fuel and extra pollution caused by idling 
vehicles, many people will gladly comply.
occasional actor says the idea of develop­
ing lightweight and inexpensive stage sets 
sturdy enough to last through a typical 
three-day run “was part of the impetus to 
get into structural engineering, to see some- 
continued on page 3
Contrary to popular thinking, Kaspari says, motor vehicle engines do not need to be 
warm before being driven, and, in fact, are designed to warm up while moving. An idling 
vehicle, she says, creates 20 times more air pollution than a vehicle being driven at 32 
miles per hour. Engines bum gasoline and diesel most efficiently while under way, she 
says. The new policy is available on the following Web site: 
http://www2.umaine.edu/SEM/Documents/PolicyAZehicleIdlePolicy.PDF. ■
Along the Mall . .
National Association
Honors UMaine Nutrition Aide
Jolynn Stevens
Jolynn Stevens, a University 
of Maine Cooperative 
Extension nutrition aide from 
Ludlow, was honored recent­
ly at the National Extension 
Association for Family and 
Consumer Sciences’ 2006 
annual conference in 
Denver. She received the 
association’s Eastern Region Para-Professional 
Award.
Stevens provides nutrition education for 
families in southern Aroostook County as part 
of Extension’s Eat Well Program. She was 
recognized for her work promoting behavioral 
change in elementary schoolchildren and 
helping a local school win a state nutrition 
award.
Anderson to Lead 
National Organization
Paul Anderson
Paul Anderson, director of 
the Maine Sea Grant 
College Program, has been 
elected president of the Sea 
Grant Association, a national 
nonprofit organization dedi­
cated to furthering the Sea 
Grant program concept.
Anderson oversees the
organization’s government relations activities, 
in addition to providing the association’s 
unified voice on issues of importance to the 
oceans and coasts.
Illlj THE UNIVERSITY OF
MAINE
Inside UMaine is published monthly by the 
Department of University Relations, and its 
success depends upon a community-wide effort. 
We ask you to please forward news, notes and 
tips about friends, colleagues - or yourselves - to 
George Manlove by e-mailing: 
insideum@maine.edu, calling 581-3756 or mailing 
to Inside UMaine, Department of University 
Relations, 5761 Keyo Building, Orono, ME, 
04469-5761. You can find Inside UMaine on the 
Web at www.umaine.edu/insideumaine. We 
welcome your feedback.
Layout and design by the University of Maine 
Department of University Relations. Printed by University 
of Maine Printing and Mailing Services.
In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable laws 
and in pursuing its own goals of diversity, the University 
of Maine System shall not discriminate on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, including 
transgender status or gender expression, national origin or 
citizenship status, age, disability, or veterans status in 
employment, education, and all other areas of the 
university. The university provides reasonable 
accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities 
upon request.
Weinberger Named to Human
Resources Post
Steven Weinberger, an 
executive with 25 years 
experience in personnel, 
labor relations and benefits, 
became UMaine assistant 
vice president for human 
resources in December. Steve Weinberger
A Connecticut native, 
Weinberger most recently worked as execu­
tive director of the 18,000-member United 
Faculty of Florida bargaining unit.
Humphrey Receives Wilder Award
Dana Humphrey
Dana Humphrey, interim 
dean of the UMaine College 
of Engineering, recently 
received the Max Wilder 
Award at the 56th Maine 
Transportation Conference 
in Augusta.
The award is given for 
the best presentation at the 
conference. Humphrey’s was titled “Geogrids 
in Highway Construction.”
In addition to this presentation, Humphrey 
gave the opening address to 600 conference 
attendees and inducted Maine DOT Chief 
Engineer John Dority as a distinguished 




Philip Dunn Jr., professor of 
construction management in 
the UMaine School of 
Engineering Technology, has 
received the American 
Society of Civil Engineers’ 
2006 Citizen Engineer Award 
for Region 1.
The national award is one 
of nine presented annually to a member of the 
engineering society in recognition of outstand­
ing accomplishment in public service. Region 
1 includes all of New England, plus New York, 
New Jersey and Puerto Rico.
Dunn was praised for having established 
himself as a dynamic leader who promotes 
civil engineering to citizens and, in particular, 
youngsters who might consider a career in 
civil engineering.
Dunn recently directed and assisted civil 
engineering students at UMaine who built new 
ramps at the Good Samaritan Agency in 
Bangor, painted the interior of the facility and 
led efforts to provide holiday gifts for teenage 
mothers served by the agency.
He has taught at UMaine since fall 2003.
Ford Wins Literary Award
Author Elaine Ford, profes­
sor emeritus of English, has 
received the 2007 Michigan 
Literary Fiction Award for a 
collection of short stories.
The prize includes $1,000 
and publication by the 
University of Michigan Press 
in the fall of 2007. The collection 
Elaine Ford
is called The American Wife.
At the University of Maine, she has taught 
creative writing and literature since 1986.
Marks Named Fellow 
in National Council
Stephen R. Marks, UMaine 
professor of sociology, has 
been confirmed as a fellow 
with the National Council of 
Family Relations, an association 
that provides an educational 
forum for researchers, edu­
cators and others involved 
with family issues and family 
Stephen Marks
well-being.
A faculty member at UMaine since 1972 
and member of the NCFR since 1985, Marks 
was honored for his contributions to the 
groundbreaking study of close relationships, 
according to the NCFR. He is a member of the 
the council’s Feminism and Family Studies 
Section and served as its newsletter editor.
Being named an NCFR fellow is an honor 
bestowed upon about 1 percent of the council’s 
vast membership.
Russel Named
Director of Social Work
Robin Russel has joined 
UMaine as a professor and 
director of the School of 
Social Work.
Russel received a law 
degree from Temple 
University School of Law in 
1974 and a Ph.D. in social 
work from the University of 
Illinois-Chicago in 1986.
She specialized in juvenile and family law 
for six years before entering a social work 
doctoral program.
She has taught in criminal justice studies 
and public administration programs at the 
University of South Dakota, was a faculty 
member at the School of Social Work at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, and most 
recently was at the State University of New 
York at Binghamton, where she developed 
and directed a new masters in social work 
program.
Robin Russel
Forestry Calendars Raise Scholarship Funds Athletic Events
Members of the UMaine Student Chapter of the Society of 
American Foresters are selling 
“History of the Maine Woods” calendars to 
raise scholarship funds.
The calendars feature four-season photo­
graphs of old-time logging operations in 
Maine, courtesy of the Library of Dr. 
Thomas J. Corcoran at the School of Forest 
Resources in Nutting Hall. Students have 
sold more than 85 calendars, raising more 
than $600, according to student Kathryn 
Manende, president of the UMaine foresters 
society. Since the students designed and 
produced the commercial-grade calendars 
in-house, more can be printed quickly, she 
says.
Proceeds go to the Marc A. Johnson 
Memorial Fund, a scholarship for UMaine 
forestry students. Johnson, of South China, 
was a popular forester, woodcarver, photog­
rapher, outdoorsman and logging historian 
in Maine who died in November. Before his 
passing, Johnson requested the UMaine 
forestry scholarship be created.
Last year, the student SAF chapter raised 
money from its calendar sale to help 
forestry students in New Orleans replace 
books lost in Hurricane Katrina.
Calendars can be ordered through the 
School of Forestry by calling 581-2841. ■
2/7 M/Basketball vs. Albany....................... 7:30
W/Basketball vs. Albany..................  12:00
2/9 M/Hockey vs. UVM ............................7:30
2/10 W/Basketball vs. Binghamton...........12:00
M/Hockey vs. UVM............................8:00
Softball vs. UMass-Lowell.................TBA
2/13 W/Basketball vs. UVM....................... 7:30
2/14 M/Basketball vs. UVM......................8:00
2/17 W/Hockey vs. BU.............................12:00
2/18 W/Hockey vs. BU.............................12:00
2/23 M/Hockey vs. Merrimack..................7:00
2/24 W/Basketball vs. UMBC ................12:00
M/Hockey vs. Merrimack .................7:00
2/25 M/Basketball vs. Stony Brook....... 1:00
Ink Cartridges from page 1
textbook purchases.
The university has an ongoing recycling program for printer and copier cartridges, but it 
receives no compensation for them, according to Denny Grant, assistant resource recovery 
supervisor at Facilities Management. The classified employees group found a company, the 
eCycle Group, that pays a few dollars for certain brand name cartridges.
“We just got our first check for $18. It’s kind of exciting,” Dowler says.
Other fundraising events the scholarship committee organizes include a summer ice cream 
social on the Mall, holiday wreath, pizza and spring bulb sales, bottle and can collections, and 
MCA Events
Pink Floyd Experience
Feb. 15, 7 p.m.
Princely Players — On the Road to Glory
Feb. 25, 3 p.m.
raffles. The committee is now seeking gifts and donations for the upcoming spring raffle in April.
“This would be a good opportunity to win a graduation gift for someone and it would be available before commencement,” Smith says.
Donations can range from a weekend’s use of a family camp to computer accessories, software or gift certificates. “We’re looking for every­
thing from soup to nuts,” as long as it’s new, Smith says. For more information about the scholarship committee’s fundraising activities or to 
donate items for the raffle, contact committee members Dowler, Smith, Debbie Goody, Roberta Hussey or Phyllis Thibodeau on FirstClass. ■
Edwin Nagy from page 1
thing physical created from my design.”
As a masters student in the mid-1990s, 
Nagy used his design and construction 
skills building sets for Penobscot Theatre in 
Bangor. And after leaving the area for a 
few years to work for a small Arizona engi­
neering firm, Nagy returned to UMaine in 
2002 to teach and pursue a Ph.D.
He soon found himself back on stage - 
or more accurately, backstage - building 
sets and designing lighting for the Orono 
Community Theater. Stage sets are ideal 
collaborations of the physical and the 
visual, he says.
“Sets and lights definitely work together 
to produce the painting the actors work 
on,” Nagy says. “I think what I like about 
them is there is a technical need. The actors 
need to be seen and the sets need to stand 
up. It’s aesthetic problem solving. I feel 
like the play and the actors are the figura­
tive and the set is the literal foundation.”
Nagy also appreciates the need for peo­
ple to exercise their creative instincts. He 
co-founded the UMaine Engineering Art 
Club, which opened its third annual Art by 
Engineers exhibit Feb. 5 - March 2. The 
show offers a glimpse at the artistic creativ­
ity of the university’s engineering students 
and faculty.
Aesthetic results are a by-product of 
functional engineering to Nagy. Consider 
the visual impact of web-like cable 
arrangements in a suspension bridge.
“I think you need to add an aesthetic 
sense to the creative process in order to 
have art,” Nagy says. “Certainly when we 
look at some of these bridges, it almost 
seems as if the art comes out of a technical 
solution.”
What Nagy also finds rewarding about 
engineering are math and physics models 
used to design structures that work on a 
larger scale.
“It’s basically first-semester physics in 
some ways, but figuring out how to apply 
these concepts to bigger structures — that’s 
where the creativity comes in. Certainly the 
physics that structural engineers use is pretty 
old. It pretty much stops with Newton, but 
we’re still making advances on how to 
apply those fundamental rules to construc­
tion materials” to create something that is 
greater than merely the sum of its parts.
Nagy lives in Orono with his wife 
Desiree Butterfield-Nagy, who works in the 
government documents section at Fogler 






James M. Acheson, professor, anthropology and 
marine sciences, “Lobster and Groundfish 
Management in the Gulf of Maine: A Rational 
Choice Perspective,” Human Organization (Fall 
2006); also “Developing Rules to Manage Fisheries: 
A Cross-Cultural Perspective,” Marine Conservation 
Biology: The Science of Maintaining the Sea's 
Diversity, Washington D.C. Island Press (2006); and 
“Institutional Failure in Resource Management,” 
Annual Review of Anthropology (2006).
Karen Boucias, director, UMaine’s Office of 
International Programs, spoke at the New England 
Board of Higher Education’s annual meeting, 
“College Ready/World Ready,” in Providence, R.I. 
(November 2006).
David Caduff, National Center for Geographic 
Information and Analysis and former UMaine graduate 
research assistant, and Max J. Egenhofer, professor, 
spatial information science and engineering, 
“Geo-Mobile Query-by-Sketch,” International 
Journal of Web Engineering and Technology (2007).
Elizabeth DePoy and Stephen Gilson, professors, 
interdisciplinary disability studies and social work, 
and co-coordinators, interdisciplinary disability 
studies, UMaine Center for Community Inclusion 
and Disability Studies, a presentation, “Reinventing 
Disability and Sexuality,” Center for the Study of 
Gender and Sexuality and School of Social Work, 
New York University (November 2006).
Amy A. Fried, professor, political science, “The 
personalization of collective memory: The 
Smithsonian’s September 11 exhibit,” Political 
Communication (October-December 2006).
Knud Hermansen, professor, civil engineering 
technology, Donald R. Richards, private surveyor 
and forestry consultant, Rockland, Principles and 
Procedures for the Location of Boundaries in 
Maine, Maine State Bar Association Practice Series 
(2006).
Aaron K Hoshide, research associate, Timothy J. 
Dalton and Stewart N. Smith, professors, resource 
economics and policy, “Profitability of coupled 
potato and dairy farms in Maine,” Renewable 
Agriculture and Food Systems (December 2006).
Michael W. Howard, professor, philosophy, an 
article, “Basic Income and Migration Policy: A 
Moral Dilemma?” Basic Income Studies (2006).
Hui Zhang, postdoctoral researcher, UMaine 
AEWC Center; William G. Davids, professor, 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering; Michael L. Peterson, professor, 
Department of Mechanical Engineering; Adam 
Turner, graduate student, civil engineering; and 
Christopher Malm, Ph.D. student, mechanical 
engineering, “Finite Element Analysis of 
Pressurized Fabric Beams with Material 
Nonlinearity”; also Malm, Davids, Peterson and
Zhang, “Finite Element Analysis of Woven 
Airbeams”; and Turner, Davids and Peterson, 
“Experimental Methods to Determine the 
Constitutive Properties of Fabric Inflatable 
Structures,” symposium on inflated fabric structures 
for the American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
IMECE 2006 Congress, Chicago, Ill., organized by 
Peterson (Nov. 7, 2006). Symposium also featured 
researchers from the U.S. Army Natick Soldier 
Systems Center and Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center.
Janice V. Kristo, professor, literacy education, and 
Wendy C. Kasten, professor, literacy education, 
Kent State University, a presentation, “Reading 
Aloud & Independent Reading - Critical 
Components of a Comprehensive Literacy 
Program,” Hawaii International Conference on 
Education, Honolulu (Jan. 9).
Yohei Kurata, National Center for Geographic 
Information and Analysis and graduate research 
assistant, and Max J. Egenhofer, professor, spatial 
information science and engineering, and cooperat­
ing professor, computer science, “The Head-Body- 
Tail Intersection for Spatial Relations Between 
Directed Line Segments,” Lecture Notes in 
Computer Science, GIScience 2006 - 4th 
International Conference on Geographic 
Information Science, Munster, Germany (2006); 
also Egenhofer and Dominik Wilmsen, National 
Center for Geographic Information and Analysis 
and former graduate research assistant, “Changes in 
Topological Relations with Splitting and Merging 
Regions,” Progress in Spatial Data Handling, 12th 
International Symposium on Spatial Data Handling, 
Vienna, Austria (2006); and Kurata and Egenhofer, 
“Topological Relations of Arrow Symbols in 
Complex Diagrams,” Lecture Notes in Computer 
Science, Diagrams 2006: 4th International 
Conference on the Theory and Application of 
Diagrams, Stanford, Calif. (2006).
Kristin M. Langellier and Eric E. Peterson, 
professors, communication and journalism, 
“‘Somebody’s Got to Pick Eggs’: Family 
Storytelling about Work,” Communication 
Monographs (2006).
Karel Lidral, professor, music, “Designing a Minor 
in Jazz Studies: A Case Study at the University of 
Maine,” Jazz Education Journal (2006).
Harlan Onsrud, professor, spatial information science 
and engineering, and president, Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure Association, an opening address, 
“Critical Issues in the Alleviation of Global Poverty 
and the Relevance of Geographic Data and Tools,” 
GSDI 9 Conference, Santiago, Chile (Nov. 6); also, 
a keynote address, annual meeting of the United 
Nations Geographic Information Working Group, 
Santiago (Nov. 3); and attended as an invited 
distinguished guest, the annual meeting of the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and History, Vina 
del Mar, Chile (Nov. 13); and a talk, “Role of the 
Public Domain and Commons Licensing in 
Supporting Scientific Research and Technological 
Innovation,” Conference on Intellectual Property 
Rights, Catholic University, Santiago (Nov. 14).
Howard Segal, professor, history, a presentation, 
“Technological Utopianism in Non-Western 
Societies,” at the annual meeting, American 
Historical Association, Atlanta, Georgia (Jan. 4, 2007).
William H. TeBrake, professor, history, and editor 
and compiler of a Web publication (www.janvan- 
hout.nl/tebrake/oar_frame.htm) of the decisions 
taken by trustees of the Water Board of Rijnland, 
Netherlands, on hydraulic matters, circa 1250-1550, 
transcribed, collated, edited and indexed 
Hoogheemraadschap Rijnland [Rijnland Water 
Board], Jan van Hout Society, Netherlands (2006).
Calendar
For a full listing of UMaine activities and 




Minsky Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 11














UMaine Today Online 
www. umaine. edu/umainetoday
UMaine Today magazine 
www.umainetoday.umaine. edu
MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci
Go Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
